
Example of private usable open space provided for 
townhouses under current Code requirements



Table 1:  Comparison of Required Amounts of Amenity Area in 
Lowrise Zones for Typical Rowhouse and Townhouse 

Development, in Square Feet (SF)*

Current Zoning April 2010 

Committee draft

New staff 

recommendation

LDT Zone 1,600 SF 550 SF 1,500 SF

All other 

Lowrise Zones

1,200 SF 550 SF 1,500 SF

Percent change 

from current 

zoning

Not applicable 66% decrease in 

square footage for 

LDT zone; 54% 

decrease for other 

LR zones

6% decrease in 

square footage for 

LDT zone;

25% increase for 

other LR zones

*

*Four townhouse units, 1,375 square feet of gross floor area in each, on a 5,000 square foot lot .



Table 2:  Comparison of Required Amounts of Amenity Space in Lowrise 
Zones for Typical Apartment Development, in Square Feet (SF)

Current Zoning April 2010 Council 

draft

New staff 

recommendation

LR2 1,500 1,400 1,250

LR3 outside growth 

areas

1,250 or 1,500 if up 

to 500 SF is provided 

above grade

1,200 1,250

LR3 inside growth 

areas

1,250 or 1,500 if up 

to 500 SF is provided 

above grade

1,320 1,250

Percent change from 

current zoning

Not applicable 7% decrease in LR2; 

4%-20% decrease in LR3 

outside growth areas; 

6% increase to 12% 

decrease in LR3 inside 

growth areas, depending 

on whether under current 

zoning the project 

provides some space 

above grade.

17% decrease in LR2; 

In LR3 zones, either no 

change in amount, or 

decrease of 17%, 

depending on whether 

under current zoning the 

project provides some 

space above grade.








